
LEINTWARDINE LOOP 

About 3 miles taking about 1 ½ hours 

 

 

 

1. Out of the cart way turn left and head up the track past Old Downton 
farmhouse. Bear right once you come into the field and walk along the fence 
until you reach the stile. (This is now broken but just past where the stile was is 
a gate into the field) Follow the Lime Avenue up to the top of the field, as you 
come over the summit of the hill and start the descent, you will see Leintwardine 
(once the Roman town of Branogenivm) below you. This is one of the best spots 
for seeing Red Kites as they ride the thermals coming over the hill. 

2. Go through the metal gate and take the stoney track, going slightly downhill 
to the left, not the track going hard left immediately after the gates (This is a 
private road). Follow this track as it becomes stony, passing the ruined cottage 
to become grassy again but still with the hedge on your left. It soon becomes an 
enclosed lane running between two hedges. At this point look down to the left 
to see the loops in the River Teme. At the bottom of this section there is a small 
metal gate go through this and down the steep hill keeping the fence to your 
left. 



3. Descend Church Hill. The top of the hill is littered with small quarries from 
which it is believed that the stone for the church in Leintwardine was quarried, 
hence the name. Generally follow the left-hand boundary of this steep field 
down to a stile in the corner leading out into the lane. Turn left and then 
immediately right. This is sign-posted Leintwardine. 

4. As you approach the village there is a sewerage site on the left hand side, just 

past this there is a gate into a field. Follow the Conifers along the fence and over 

a little bridge, continue to a stile and bear left along the river. Here you may see 

swans, wild duck, dippers and if you are really lucky a kingfisher or two. Follow 

the riverside fence along the side of the field. Do not go through the first gate 

continue along this fence when it leaves the river and over the stile by the red 

gate. Bear left by the large oaks until you come to the very corner of this field, 

in the corner of the hedges there is a gate which will lead you onto the road. 

5. Turn Left and continue along the road until you come to the turning to 

Standledean Farm and Hollybush cottage. Go through the wooden gate (sign 

posted) and follow the footpath immediately to your right following the fence 

line up the side of the field through a wooded area. Just beyond Hollybush 

cottage there is a stile, climb over this and you will see a series of stiles ahead. 

Continue across all the stiles until you come to an arable field. Go directly across 

this following the track in the direction of the single tree. By this tree pass 

through the gap in the hedge, turn to the right towards the woods, then bear 

left across the crop and head towards the gate into the old orchard. To the front 

and left is Old Downton Farmhouse. Continue until you reach the lane and turn 

Left back up the driveway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KINTON LOOP 

About 3 ½ miles taking about 1 ½ hours 

 

1. Out of the cart way turn left and head up the track past Old Downton 
farmhouse. Bear right once you come into the field and walk along the fence 
until you reach the gate. Pass through and follow the Lime Avenue up to the top 
of the field, as you come over the summit of the hill and start the descent, you 
will see Leintwardine, once the Roman town of Branogenivm below you. This is 
one of the best spots for seeing Red Kites as they ride the thermals coming over 
the hill. 
2. Pass through the metal gate and turn right following the track until you 

reach Pools Top and Morning Star cottages. Just past them on your left hand 

side is a small metal gate, go through this and follow the tractor tracks directly 

ahead and pass through the next gate. 

3. Bear right along the edge of the woodland, through another gate on the left 

and continue along the edge of the woods all the way down the hill until you 

reach Kinton and the lane. Turn left along the lane towards Leintwardine. At 

the junction turn left through a metal gate into a field and up a steep hill 

keeping the woods and the fence to your right. Pass through another metal 

gate and follow the grassy track uphill past a stone barn and along a stony 

track where you will come to the double gates and the Lime Tree walk back to 

Old Downton. 

 

 



DOWNTON CASTLE 

A long stretch in a picturesque landscape 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distance 10 miles (16.1km) 

Minimum time 4hrs 30min 

Ascent/gradient 1,200ft (100m) 

Level of difficulty Hard 

Paths Pastures, leafy paths, grass tracks, dirt tracks, tarmac lanes, 13 stiles 

Landscape Rolling country, wooded and farmed, above River Teme 

Suggested map aqua3 OS Explorer 203 Ludlow 

Start/finish SO 403741 

Dog friendliness Mostly on lead, lots of game birds 



Parking Community centre and village hall car park, Leintwardine 

Public toilets At start (not always open) 

1 Walk through Leintwardine to Watling Street. At the primary school turn 
right. Go half left at a stile. In an orchard remnant, curve left. Avoid a private 
drive. At a road turn right, along tarmac. In 300yds (274m) turn left, to the 
A4113. Cross, turning immediately right up a lane. Ascend for a short mile 
(1.6km). Soon after a skew junction go forward. Cross three fields, into 
woodland. At the A4113 turn left but soon right, beside a wire fence. At the 
end follow the field edge round to the left for 70yds (64m). Go down an earthy 
bank (on your bottom?) in trees to pass stables on your right, then along a 
good dirt road, soon dead straight for ½ mile (800m) to Brakes Farm. 

2 Go straight ahead (waymarked). Cross a minor road diagonally, then cross 
fields to a minor lane beside houses No.’s 20 and 19. Turn left. Soon turn right, 
downhill. Turn right, along the river, just before Forge Bridge. Skirt two 
unnamed houses. Up a bank, join a substantial track. Follow this to Castle 
Bridge. Ascend but within 110yds (100m) of leaving woodland go half right. Re-
join the track into forest for perhaps 60yds (55m). Scramble up a bank 
(waymarked). Traverse the steep meadow to a gate in the top, among oaks. 
Keep this line to go down a wide meadow, locating a stile into trees. 

3 Turn left and descend. When you reach open meadow, curve round a dry 
valley. At a left bend go through a gate on the right. Go left of a specimen oak 
to a hidden stile in the bottom corner. Cross over a footbridge and turn right. 
Cross meadow to a gate, and soon reach a minor road. Turn right. Descend 
easily through Burrington, to its church. Behind the church, cross meadows to 
Burrington Bridge. Cross the River Teme. After 650yds (594m) take the right 
turn. When you reach Downton, head towards Old Downton House, but then 
turn left. Beyond a wall take the rightmost gate (waymarked), along an old 
lane. Ascend a right-hand field edge, later following a beech-lined avenue to 
reach a junction with a dirt track. 

4 Over a stile, descend, initially steeply. Past a small pond veer left along a 
right-hand field edge. Turn right. After 120yds (110m) of road go through a 
difficult gate with a discouraging notice. In the bottom left-hand corner of this 
field find a stile just beyond power lines. Veer right (but cross a drainage ditch) 
to another stile. Aim for houses ahead. Pass through two gates. On the 
residential road turn left, then right. Back in Leintwardine, turn right at the 
Lion Hotel and return to the start of the walk. 


